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EPCO has been granted the permission to use the land that was previously occupied by
the Min. Of Fisheries. EPCO plans to remove the weed species, and introduce endemic
plants.

The following technical report was conducted upon request from Estelle Deja (EPCO).
This report consists of a list of plant species that were identified at the site (La Chaux,
Mahebourg) and also some emphasis was given on the possible uses, prior to their
removal. Abundance of the species wasbased on their number and frequencies a
different places within the delineated area.

The management plan was developed based upon the request that EPCO who proposed
to re-create a native flora within the area. The area studied consisted of shoreline
(coastal areas) but also the islets found wthin this region.

The report was done on a voluntary basis based on our good relationship with Estelle
Deja (EPCO) for whom we had already conducted a Consultancy work.
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Name of Plant

Habit:
Tree/shrub/Grass/climbel

Importance

1 Santalum album Tree Commercial/religious
2 Rhizophora mucronta Tree Mangrove, indigenous
3 Pongamia Tree Prevents coastal erosion
4 Acacia Shrub Fodder, also considered as
weed
5 Ipomea obscura Climber Fodder, also considered as
weed
6 Sorghum arundinaceum Grass weed
7 Dicanthium annulatum Grass weed
8 Cyperus rotundus Grass weed
9 Eleusine indica Grass weed
10 Cenchrus echinatus Grass weed
11 Kyllinga erecta Grass weed
12 Pnicum rupens Grass weed
13 Cynodon dactylon Grass weed
14 : . grass weed
Dactyloctenium aegyptium
Cardiospermum . Weed, but also used as
15 . climber
microcarpum fodder
16 Phyllanthus amarus herb Weed
17 Phyllanthus tellenus herb Weed
18 Senna tora Herb weed
19 Wikstroemia indica shrub Weed, well adapted to
rocky shores
20 L|t§ea _glutlnosa(Bms Tree Medicinal, weed
D6oi seau)
21 Casuarina tree Ornamental




22 Stachytarpheta urticifolia | herb weed

23 Alamanda herb Ornamental

24 Cuscuta Liana Parasitic plant

25 Passiflora foetida Climber weed

26 Acalypha indica herb weed

27 Portulacaoleracea herb weed

28 Desmodium herb weed
Weed in Mauritius. But oll

29 Ricinus communis (castor)| shrub from the seeds are
commercially exploited

30 Vitex trifolia shrub weed

31 Amarathus dubius herb Edible, often consumed as
gree vegetable

32 Caesalpinia bonduc Shrub ornamental

33 Bidens pilosa Herb weed

34 Cissus Herb weed

35 Sida glabra Herb weed

36 glinus Herb weed

37 Euphorbia cyathophora herb weed

38 Fern fern Ornamental

39 Callistemon acuminatus tree Ornamental

40 Delonix regia Tree Ornamental

41 Passiflora edulis climber Fruit tree




Dichanthium annulatum

A popular pasture grass in many areas of
the world. It can be used in fields
for grazing livestock and cut
for hay and silage.

It is tolerant of varied soil conditions,
including soils high in clay and sand,
poorly drained soils, and soils that are
somewhat alkaline and saline.

It forms aturf that can stand up
to grazing pressure. It can recover from
fire and drought, but it is less tolerant of
frost and shade. It does not
require fertilizer but it does respond well
to a small amount of supplemental
nitrogen .

Plantae
Angiosperms
Monocots
Poaceae
Dicanthium

D.annulatum

Abundance: Sparse, restricted to few patches indrea

Importance: Weed, Pasture for cattle

Endemicity: Exotic




Cenchrus echinatus

Abundance: Uncommon
Importance: Invasive weed species

Endemicity: Rare

It is a common invasive weed.

C. echinatusoccurs as a weed in
many crops worldwide. It is

common in cultivated fields,

pastures, fallows, orchards,
vineyards, coffee, vegetables,
bananas, coconuts and lawns,
where it can withstand repeated
defoliation. It can be found along
roadsides and beaches, in open
ground and waste places. Crops
competing for nutrients with C.

echinatus typically have smaller
leaf areas and lower growth rates
and yields

Plantae
Angiosperms
Monocots

Poaceae
Cenchrus

C. echinatus



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cenchrus

Cordia cylindristachya

Abundance: Uncommon in the region

This plant is normally ref erred as a
magnet for butterflies as well as
moths. It is nectariferous and was
once very common in the Mauritian

landscapes

The String Bush is a bushy shrub,
growing to 1-1.5m tall. In larger and
older bushes, the stems of the plant
are woody and firm. The leaves of
the String Bush are rough and
velvety to the touch, relatively hairy,
and dull green. Each leaf is eillptical
or ovate with a sawtooth edge. The
mature leaves are around 510cm
long. The leaves grow from the stem
in alternate arrangement. Young
stems are light green, turning
woody brown as the bush matures.

Although the String Bush is not an
aesthetically attractive plant to
landscape designers and gardeners,
it is certainly an important addition
to any garden that wants to attract
butterflies

Plantae
Dicotyledon
Boraginaceae
Cordia
C.cylindristachya

Importance: weed, but is imgant for pollinators such as butterflies and moths

Endemicty: Exotic, native to tropical Aerica




Cador ( Ricinuscommunig

Abundance: common

Importance: Ornamental plant,
considered as weed also, has lots of
medicinal properties , castor oil exploited
in several countries

Endemicity: Exotis

Ricinus communigan vary greatly in
its growth habit and appearance. The
variability has been increased by
breeders who have selected a range of
cultivars for leaf and flower colours,
and for oil production. It is a fast -
growing, shrub that can reach the size
of a small tree.

Castor oil derived from the seeds
have many uses.

An alcoholic extract of the leaf was
shown, in lab rats, to protect the liver
from damage from certain
poisons Methanolic extracts of the
leaves ofRicinus communisvere used
in antimicrobial testing against eight
pathogenic bacteria in rats and
showed antimicrobial properties.
The pericarp of Ricinusshowed
central nervous system effects in mice
at low doses. At high doses mice
quickly died.A water extract of the
root bark showed analgesic activity in
rats. Antihistamine and anti-
inflammatory properties were found
in extract of root bark.

Castor oil (seeds)is an effective motor
lubricant and has been used
in internal combustion engines,
including those of World War
| airplanes, some racing cars and
some model airplanes.

Plantae
Angiosperms
Dicotyledon
Euphorbiaceae
Ricinus
R. communis



http://www.gbif.org/species/6
http://www.gbif.org/species/4691
http://www.gbif.org/species/9188216

Pongamiapinnata/ Millettia pinnata( La coque luche)

Abundance common

Importance: often considered as semiangrove
Coastal shorerotection

Ornamatal for landscapes

Oil from seeds condered as biodiesel

Endemicity: exotic

Millettia  pinnatais  well-adapted
toarid zones and has many
traditional uses. It is often used for
landscaping purposes as
awindbreak or for shade due to the
large canopy and showy fragrant
flowers. The flowers are used by
gardeners as compost for plants
requiring rich nutrient. The bark can
be used to make twine or rope and it
also yields a black gum that has
historically been used to treat
wounds caused by poisonous fish.
The wood is said to be beautifully
grained but splits easily when sawn
thus relegating it to firewood , posts,
and tool handles.
While the oil and residue of the plant
are toxic and will induce nausea and
vomiting if ingested, the fruits and
sprouts, along with the seeds, are
used in many traditional
remedies.Juices from the plant, as
well as the oil, are antiseptic and
resistant to pests. In addition M.
pinnatahas the rare property of
producing seeds of 250
40%lipid content of which nearly
half is oleic acid Oil made from the
seeds, known aspongamia oil, is an
important asset of this tree and has
been used aslamp oil
in soap making, and as
alubricant for thousands of years.
Plantae
Dicotyledonae
Fabales
Fabaceae
Millettia




Sesbaniasp

Abundance Uncommon, few patches.
Importance: Forage plant, also consideredvweeed

Endemicity: Exotic

Sesban is a Nfixing shrub suitable as
a soil improver. It provides green
manure and its leaves produce rich
compost.

Good for Fodder or grazing pasture.

Stems often break during grazing,
but the rapid regrowth below t he
break point improves yield.

Plantae
Angiosperms
Dicotyledonae
Fabales
Fabaceae

Sesbania




Phyllanthus amarus

Abundance: Common
Importance: Weeds, but yes medicinal properties are
exploited in other countries

Endemicity: Exotic

10

Phyllanthus amar belongs to the
family Euphorbiaceae is a small
herb well known for its medicinal
properties and  widely used
worldwide. P. amarusis an
important plant of Indian
Ayurvedic system of medicine
which is used in the problems of
stomach, genitourinary  system,
liver, kidney and spleen. It is bitter,
astringent, stomachic, diuretic,
febrifuge and antiseptic. The whole
plant is wused in gonorrhea,
menorrhagia and other genital
affections. It is useful in
gastropathy, diarrhoea, dysentery,
intermittent fevers,
ophthalmopathy, scabies, ulcers and
wounds.

Plantae
Angiosperms
Dicotyledonae
Euphorbiaceae
Phyllanthus

P.amarus



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phyllanthus

Var
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Gazon PIK fesse

Abundance Common

Important grass

Good ground cover. Adapts

very well to saline conditions

and therefore very abundant

along coastal shores of
Mauritius.

Requires minimal input,
tolerates dry conditions.
Prevents soil/ sand erosion .

Importance: Prevent soil/sand erosion, also used as lawn grass

Endemicity: Native

12




Loherbe Bourik

Abundance: Common
Importance: Common lawn grass

Endemicity: Exotic
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Partial shaded bright green grass,
native to east africa coast hence
suitable for planting in warm coastal

areas, wetlands.

It is well grazed by animals. Leaf-
blades are folded lengthwise along
the midrib.

Commercial lawn grass in Mauritius.

kingdom: Plantae
Phylum : Angiosperms
Class : Monocots
Subclass : Commelinids
Order: Poales
Family: Poaceae
Subfamily: Panicoideae
Tribe: Paniceae
Genus: Stenotaphrum



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Angiosperms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monocotyledon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commelinids
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poaceae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Panicoideae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paniceae

Amranthus dubius(Brede malbar)

Abundance Common
Importance: Edible, consumed as leaf vegetable

Also considered as weed species

Endemicity: Exotic
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The plant is a herbaceous
with pinkish to violet stems
and leaves.

Commonly known as bred e
malbar in Mauritius, and Red
spinach as common English
name.

Often considered as invasive
weed in Mauritius, though it
is also cultivated as vegetable.

This plant is normally
harvested from the wild for
local use as food.

Plantae
Angiospermae
Dicotyledon
Amaranthaceae

Amaranthus




Achyranthes aspera

Abundance: Common

Chaff-flower is distributed
throughout the tropics. It is an
introduced plant species and is
considered as a major weed.

It is a small shrub,annual and
reached a maximum height of 1
meter.

It is considered as a medicinal plant
and has proved to be effective
against piles and skin diseases.

Hos also proved to be effective
againstcholera, abdominal diseases,
absess and acne

Plantae
Angiospermae
Dicotyledon
Amaranthaceae
Achyranthes

A. aspera

Importance: Weed, but plant has also shown medicinal properties

Endemicty: Exotic

15




I[pomoeaobscura

Abundance: common

Importance: considered as weed in Mauritius; at timg

Obscure morning glory is an annual
herb with slender twinning stem.

The leaves are consumed as
vegetable in  several African
countries.

Sap from the plant are used to treat
fits of insanity.

It is also used along with other plant
species to treat open sores and
pustules. Root decodion is used to
treat dysentry

Plantae
Angiospermae
Dicotyledon
Solanales
Convolvulaceae
Ipomoea

|. obscura

Endemicity: exotic
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Pithecellobium dulce

Abundanceuncommon

The plant is a tree with spiny
stem and branches. The flowers
produce a fruit/pod which
turns pink when ripe and opens
to expose the seds and the
edible pulp.

The edible pulp in the seeds is
sweet and sour and is eaten
raw.

Is considered a medicinal plant
to treat gum  ailments,
toothache and hemorrhages

Plantae

Angiospermae
Dicotyledon
Fabales

Fabaceae

Importance: Often used as fence/hedge plants and ornamental

Endemicity: exotic

17




Eleocharis minuta

Abundance common
Importance: prevents erosion

Endemicity: Indigenous to Africa
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Considered as a grass in
Mauritius. Grows well along

coastal shores , lakesswamps
and wetlands. Can withstand

the effects of being submerged
for long periods.

Helps to prevent sand/soill
erosion along coastlines.

Plantae
Angiospermae
Monocots
Commelinids
Poales
Cyperaceae
Eleocharis

E. minuta




Cynodondactylon(chien dents)

Abundance: common

Importance: considered as invasive weeds, but can be
used as lawn grass

Endemicity: Exotic

19

Common in Mauritius,
commonly known as chien
dents.

Also known as Bermuda grass, it
has widespread over all the
continents and is considered as
an invasive weed species.

It is cultivated and use as lawn
in sport fields as it regenerated
very fast.

Plantae
Angiospermae
Monocots
Commelinids
Poales
Poaceae
Cynodon

C. dactylon




Bidens pilosa

Abundance: Quiteommon
Importance: Invasive weed species

Endemicity: exotic

20

Weed, native to America, but
widespread over Asia, Africa and
Australia.

Typical seeds with stiff hairs and
get sruck to feathers, fur, socks
and clothings.

Also known as soldier vegetable,
and is consumed in Africa.

Plantae
Angiospermae
Dicotyledon
Asterales
Asteraceae
Bidens

B. pilosa




Dactyloctenium aegyptm

Abundance: Quite common
Importance: Invasive weed species

Endemicity :Native to Africa

21

The Egyptian crowfoot grass grows
well in heavy soils at damp sites. It is
an annual with no stolons, and
reaches upto 50 cm tall.

Considered as a traditional food
plant as a famine food in Africa.

It is considered as an invasive weed
species, but also as early colonizers.
Colonizers quickly due to high seed
production, and is common along
coasts with sandy soils and where
ther are water accumulations.

Plantae
Angiospermae
Monocots
Commelinids
Poales
Poaceae
Dactyloctenium

D. aegyptium




Kyllinga bulbosa

Abundance: Uncommon
Importance: weed species

Endemicity: Native to Africa

22

Considered as true sedges.
Widespread weed species
around the world.

It grows well in damp and moist
places, common in wet localities
and sandy places.

Root oil is wused for liver
stimulation and in relieve
pruri tus, an also for treatment of
Diabetes.

Plantae
Angi ospermae
Monocots
Commelinids
Poales
Poaceae
Kyllinga

K. bulbosa




Polypodium sp

Abundance: Uncommon

Importance: Biodiversity

Polypodium are true ferns.
Most of them are abundant but
also native to tropics.

Polypodium are common in
Mauritian forest, some of them
growing as epiphytes on trees.

Normally prefer shaded and
moist regions, but this species
was reported in lowlands and
exposed to sun at Mahebourg

Polypodium and other ferns are
also grown as ornamentals.

Plantae

Pteridophyta
Polypodiales
Polypodiaceae

Polypodium

Endemicity: Reported by Baker, can bensidered indigenous
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